
  FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH 
 (Disciples of Christ) 

   Niles, OH  44446 
www.firstchristianniles.org 

Rev. Christopher Stark, Minister 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
ADVENT WREATH READING 

Today we light the candle of Joy. 
It shines for every unexpected gathering, 
every welcome offered, 
every young voice leading us forward. 
As this light grows, 
may joy gather us into community. 

HYMN                             ‘One Candle Is Lit’    v. 3 CH 128 
v. 3 Come, festively sing while awaiting the birth, 
 join angels in dancing from heaven to earth. 
 Wave banners of good news, lift high thankful praise. 
  One candle is lit for the joy of these days. 
CALL TO WORSHIP 

God gathers us as we are: strangers, friends, newcomers, long-timers. 
We are God’s unfinished community. 
Joy finds us when we least expect it. 
Joy gathers us in. 
Come with open hearts, 
ready to see what God is creating among us. 
Let us worship the God who fashions life from joy. 

OPENING HYMN ‘Awake! Awake, and Greet the New Morn’ vs. 1, 3 CH 138 
v. 1 Awake! Awake, and greet the new morn,  
 for angels herald its dawning, 
 sing out your joy, for soon he is born, behold! 
 The Child of our longing. 
 Come as a baby weak and poor,  
 to bring all hearts together, 
 He opens wide the heav’nly door  
 and lives now inside us forever.  
v. 3 Rejoice, rejoice, take heart in the night, 
 though dark the winter and cheerless, 
 the rising sun shall crown you with light, 
 be strong and loving and fearless; 
 love be our song and love our prayer, 
 and love, our endless story, 
 may God fill ev’ry day we share, 
 and bring us at last into glory.   
COMMUNITY PRAYERS 
 SILENT PRAYER 
 MORNING PRAYER 
      LORD’S PRAYER 
SCRIPTURE                                   Luke 2: 8-20 NT p. 58 
HOMILY                        ‘ YOUTH CHRISTMAS PROGRAM’ 
AT THE TABLE 
 INVITATION 
 WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 BLESSING OVER BREAD AND CUP  
 COMMUNION BY INTINCTION 

http://www.firstchristianniles.org/


We are going forward for communion. A piece of bread will be placed into your cupped hands then you will take a cup from 
the communion tray. If you prefer to receive your communion packaged, those too will be available when you go forward. If 
you are unable to come forward a deacon will bring communion to you. 

 DOXOLOGY     ‘Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow’    CH 46                  
   PRAYERS OVER TITHES AND OFFERINGS 
CLOSING HYMN                    ‘like a child’  vs. 1-3 CH 133 
v. 1 like a child love would send to reveal and to mend, 
 like a child and a friend, Jesus comes like a child 
 we may find claiming heart soul and mind, 
 like a child strong and kind, Jesus comes 
v. 2 like a child we will meet, ragged clothes, dirty feet, 
 like a child on the street, Jesus comes like a child 
 we once knew coming back into view,  
 like a child born anew, Jesus comes 
v. 3 like a child born to pray and to show us the way, 
 like a child here to stay, Jesus comes like a child 
 we receive all that love can conceive, 
 like a child we believe Jesus comes           
                                    (Hymns used by permission CCLI License # 2841151) 
BENEDICTION 

Go forth as God’s growing community: 
joyful, open, unfinished, beloved. 
May joy gather you, 
and may your life gather others 
into Realm living. 
Amen. 

TODAY’S YOUTH PROGRAM ‘Christmas Road Trip - A Journey of a Lifetime’ is under the direction of Shelly 
Pressell. Join us following worship for a Potluck Dinner in fellowship hall.  

Through our giving to the CHRISTMAS SPECIAL OFFERING, we are supporting valuable and indispensable 
ministries in the Ohio Region. All the money received through this offering is returned to the Ohio Region.  
This special offering will be received today and next Sunday, December 21. Special Offering envelopes are 
included in today’s bulletin. 

MISSIONS BASKET RAFFLE – check out the baskets in the main hallway. Tickets are $1 each or 6 for $5. 

2026 OFFERING ENVELOPES are available in the narthex for those who requested them. Your offering number 
has been stamped on the envelopes, but please write your name on them also. 

ANYONE WISHING to have pledges and/or contributions credited to their 2025 giving statement must have it 
to the church office by Sunday, December 28th. 

PRAYER REQUESTS – Contact Pastor Chris at 330.442.2558 so that our praises and prayer concerns might be 
held in prayer throughout the week. 

*CALENDAR * 
 Sun. 9:30 a.m. Church School  
   10:45 a.m. Youth Christmas Program 
   12 p.m. Potluck Dinner 
 Mon. 6 p.m. Scouts Christmas Party 
 Tues. 6:15 p.m. Lydia Circle – bingo at Shepherd 
 Thurs. 6:30 p.m. Choir Practice 
 Sat. 9 a.m. Traying cookies – fellowship hall 


